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Be sure to pick up a 

copy of the new  

2020 

SOAP Journal  

available at the 

Connection Desk  

in the Sanctuary  

or in the office. 
 

The State of the Denomination 
 
As most of you know, there has been considerable turmoil within 
Methodism, especially during the past year. With all that is happening in 
our denomination, I believe it prudent as your pastor to comment on the 
current state of affairs in the United Methodist Church—as I see it.  
 
Last February, a specially-called General Conference met to determine the 
church’s official stance on issues of sexuality. This includes such matters 
as gay marriage and the ordination of gay clergy. But, as I have stated 
before, matters of human sexuality, important as they are, have served as a 
presenting issue or symptom of a more bedrock concern: will the 
denomination uphold the authority of Scripture? It was decided by a 53 to 
47 percent vote to uphold a biblical view of human sexuality and marriage. 
But that decision has been maligned, ignored, and disobeyed by a vocal 
group of progressives, including bishops and clergy, in several Annual 
Conferences. And, in turn, people supporting the decision have become 
increasingly frustrated with those in positions of denominational 
leadership who have repeatedly failed to uphold orthodox stances on the 
authority of Scripture. 
 
This May, the regularly-scheduled General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church will convene in Minneapolis. The General Conference 
is an international body of nearly 1,000 delegates that usually meets every 
four years to set official denomination policy. Everyone expects that there 
will be much political maneuvering, protests, and even disobedience. 
Given the widespread sense that the denomination has reached an impasse, 
several plans have been introduced calling for some kind of separation 
between the traditional and progressive branches of the denomination. It is 
too early to know what the outcome of any of these plans would be or if 
anything at all will be passed. Some approaches are better than others. For 
instance, some plans allow churches to leave with their property and assets 
to join together to form a new traditional Methodist denomination, while 
others remain in an increasingly progressive United Methodist Church. But 
no one knows what will happen. 
 
Sadly, what we do know is that the denomination has irreconcilable 
differences. With the majority of bishops falling in the progressive camp 
and repeatedly demonstrating an unwillingness to uphold the doctrine and 
discipline of the church, schism has in fact already occurred. Division and 
rancor will only increase if some form of separation is not allowed.   
 
While all this may be new to many church members, the theological divide 
among clergy has been apparent for decades. The Wesleyan Covenant 
Association (of which I and several others at ChristVenice are members) 
has been preparing to be an institutionally new, but theologically 
traditional expression of Methodism. The WCA is committed to the 
authority of Scripture and the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  
                                                                                      (continued inside …) 



It has developed a plan for a positive and faithful future for United Methodists who wish to hold onto 
orthodox Christian beliefs in a Wesleyan tradition. The WCA is ready to launch this plan as early as this 
summer if necessary. 
 
What is becoming increasingly clear is that hard decisions are coming for every local United Methodist 
church. I wish I could lay out clear options and possibilities as to what will happen in May. I’m hopeful 
we will know more as the General Conference draws closer.   
 
But what we can and will do is to continue to inspire and equip all people to say “Yes” to Jesus. That is 
the mission of our church, of every church. We will continue to welcome and love everyone who walks 
through our doors. We will love everyone who may never walk through our doors and, with grace and 
truth, share the Good News of Jesus with them. That’s who we have always been. It’s who we will 
continue to be. 
 
In early 2020, members of the Leadership Board plan to hold a series of conversations in small groups 
and classes in order to listen and answer your questions and concerns. For now, we need to join together 
as a congregation to pray that our Lord will direct our steps as a denomination and as a local church. May 
He be glorified in all of this.   
 

In Christ, 

  Pastor Mike 

 Men’s ministry is an important part of the life at Christ Venice. With that in 
mind, we have a Journeymen’s group. We meet on the 2nd

 Saturday at 8:00am 
and on the 4th Monday at 6:30pm each month.   
 
We are just starting a study by Chip Ingram. It is entitled: True Spirituality, 
Becoming a Romans 12 Christian. 
 
We are striving to build strong relationships and have some fun in fellowship and 
service together. We want to thank the men and their spouses that helped us staff 
two days of bell ringing for our Salvation Army and the men who helped with a 
member’s home repair, both in December. This would be a great time to come 
and check us out or pray about whom you might invite to join us. 
 
The vision for Journeymen is to provide the men of Christ Venice and other men 
in the community: an opportunity to Grow and Live out their faith, an opportunity 
to Make a Difference in the lives of others, and an opportunity to say YES to 
Jesus. We are striving to build our faith through service, study and fellowship. 
 
We look forward to providing a “place” for the men of the church to grow in 
holiness of heart and life.  If you have questions give us a call. 
 
Contacts: Blair Post, 941-286-4970 and  Nathan Skjerseth, 563-940-7293. 
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BIRTHDAYS 
Emily Baker  01/01 
Wayne Barrett  01/01 
Joan Beaman  01/01 
Joseph Daluz  01/01 
Marge Thoennissen  01/01 
Cheryl Whidden  01/01 
Lucy Boyce  01/02 
Jan Mersman  01/02 
Clara Miller  01/02 
Doris Breitwieser  01/03 
Darlene Craver  01/03 
Erich Hoernle  01/03 
Dick Pieters  01/03 
Joe Daku  01/04 
Jackie Disler  01/04 
Bert Eichert  01/04 
Andrew Micciche  01/04 
Jerry Thompson  01/04 
Lyle Austin  01/05 
Steve Hale  01/05 
Charles Myers  01/05 
Betty Gould  01/06 
Thomas Kotkiewicz  01/06 
Lynn Lipp  01/06 
Michele Morley  01/06 
Shannon Dowdy  01/07 
Jewell Meringer  01/07 
Frank Ruerup  01/07 
Carol Humes  01/08 
Don Paull  01/09 

Susan Cooper  01/10 
Bob Dashiell  01/10 
Julie Kern  01/10 
Ed Hazelrigg  01/11 
Frank Wroblewski  01/11 
Jacqueline Smillie  01/12 
Jane Smith  01/12 
Charles Henderson  01/13 
Vicki Honn  01/13 
Betty Miller  01/13 
Elizabeth Kresse  01/14 
Richard Samuels  01/14 
Bob Blakeslee  01/15 
Emily Brooks  01/15 
Tim Disler  01/15 
Jonetta Halpin  01/15 
Melva Oakley  01/15 
Natalie Stenz  01/15 
James West  01/15 
David Evans  01/16 
Thomas Geisler Jr.  01/16 
Harriet Thompson  01/16 
Caleb Usher  01/16 
Anabela Daluz  01/17 
Richard Ritchie  01/17 
Heather Shehorn  01/18 
Jim MacKay  01/19 
Denise Boyd  01/20 
Pete Chapman  01/20 
Steve Goethals  01/20 
Rae Ann Hoffman  01/20 
Sally Sparrow  01/20 

Jerry Dismer  01/21 
Link Russell  01/21 
Laurie Skjerseth  01/21 
Sandy Aldrich  01/22 
Chloe Appleby  01/22 
Heather Bryen  01/23 
Susan Haley  01/23 
Mary Huber  01/23 
Judi Minio  01/23 
Dave Myers  01/23 
Barb Schoenfelder  01/23 
Marcia Crabbe  01/24 
Sherry Kampman  01/24 
Tyler Snedden  01/24 
Joyce Clark  01/25 
Mason Perez  01/25 
Robert Reibly  01/25 
Jim Wray  01/25 
Dave Hord II  01/26 
Marcia Schaberg  01/26 
Carol Barrett  01/27 
Ann Brandenberger  01/27 
Lana Diefenbach  01/27 
Deanna Drobisch  01/27 
Nancy Ralls  01/27 
Justin Smith  01/27 
Shirley Fierce  01/28 
Linda Garrahan  01/29 
Gabrielle Guarino  01/29 
David Matthew  01/30 
Jean Ranly  01/31 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Reed & Barbara Hurst  01/01 
Paul & Elizabeth Bohlman  01/02 
Jerry & Pat Grahe  01/02 
Steve & Dory Goethals  01/06 
Joe & Jenny Geremia  01/07 
Rich & Elaine Hutter  01/07 
Vollie & Sharon McCain  01/09 
Johnnie & Patricia Panther  01/14 

 
David & Beth Laubisch  01/20 
Harry Bruns & Shirley Thompson  01/21 
Frank & Holly Marsh  01/25 
Jeff & Jane Watkins  01/27 
Bob & Kelly Hardman  01/29 
Don & Sherry Kampman  01/29 
Pete & Judie Chapman  01/30 
Randall & Deana Hall  01/30 



Christ UMC Scholarship Fund 
 
Please consider celebrating your birthday, anniversary, or other special occasion by “Giving a Gift” of 
$5.00 or more to the Christ UMC Scholarship Fund. Last year, your generosity allowed us to award 
several scholarships to our well-deserving students. Thank you! 

In 2019 we collected and sold $35,000 worth of Stamps.   

 
You have been so good in this Church by helping out so they could make this 
goal this past year.  PLEASE be sure to leave 1/3 to 1/4  of an inch around the 
stamps.  If you cut too close they don't get as much money from them when they 
sell them to the Stamp Collectors. 
 
Keep collecting. Remember Alliance Stamp Ministry is now on the way to the 
next million to spend on Sunday School material for the Children in Latin 
America. Contact Joyce Clark, ministry coordinator, for questions or more 
information. 
 

********** 
 
THANK YOU, Christ Venice.  Your generous support of Operation Christmas 
Child 2019 will touch and prayerfully change the lives of 275 children.  Your 
shoebox gifts lead to evangelism, discipleship, and the multiplication of 
believers and churches. 
 

********** 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all who prepared a meal for our November Family 
Promise guests! Christ Venice will be hosting again the week of January 19.  
Please consider preparing a meal for one evening. Call Carole Bonanno at 941-
375-8883 if you would like to volunteer or for more information. 
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We extend our deepest Christian sympathy to the following friends 
and join together in an expression of love at this time. 
 

 Catherine Mackay in the death of her husband, James Mackay 
 


“Simply Worship” An Evening with Lenee Schroeder 

Friday, January 17 

~ 
Annual Missions Festival 

Wednesday, Feb 19  -  Sunday, Feb 23 

~ 
All States Dinner  
Friday, March 13 

~ 
3rd Annual Fashion Show/ Fundraiser  

For Christ Methodist Child Development Center 
Saturday, April 4 

New Class Starts January 9 
 
The Grief Share program provides help and 
encouragement after the death of a loved one. 
Often friends and family want to help you, but 
don’t know how. That’s the reason for Grief Share. The 13 week program 
consists of videos prepared by professionals, support groups facilitated by caring, 
trained facilitators, and a helpful workbook.  
 
Our next Program begins on Thursday, Jan 9. Registration is at 12:30pm, the 
program is 1:00pm-3:00pm in Memorial Hall Room 22-23. Cost is $15 for the 
workbook. Please pre-register by calling the church at 941-493-7504. For more 
information visit  www.GriefShare.org or call coordinator, Eleanor Montano at 
941-408-0239. We were greatly encouraged by the positive feedback from those 
who took our prior session, and if you are grieving, we hope and pray that you 
will be helped, too! 
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Friday, January 17, 7PM 
(Corrected date from Dec Pathways) 

Simply Worship   
with LENEE SCHROEDER 

 
Your heart will be warmed as you listen to beautiful piano arrangements of 
hymns and choruses and sing along with songs you know and love!  “Simply 
Worship” will be an evening of remembering, rejoicing, and worshiping the 
Lord together.”   
 

DISCOVER FLORIDA at KENNEDY SPACE CENTER! 
Thursday, March 26 

 
The Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex is the only place on earth where 
you can tour launch areas, meet and have lunch with a veteran astronaut, and 
see giant rockets.  Your tour in addition to the Center includes IMAX space 
films, all exhibits and shows.  $125 per person includes admission, lunch with 
an Astronaut, and lots of walking. Call Around Charters and Tours now to 
make your reservation!   941-488-9393    
 
Nancy Kinney, Prime Time Discover Florida & Travel Club Coordinator.               
941-408-9798, nancy.kinney@comcast.net 
 
 

Prime Time Singles & Solos Go to the Symphony 
 
The Prime Time Singles enjoyed its first theater 
outing in November, attending a Venice 
Symphony performance together.  We met early 
to allow time to share Glory sightings, prayers, 
and conversation to get better acquainted before 

the start of a terrific concert.  Several in the group expressed interest in 
attending more events together in the future.  If you are an adult single or solo 
and would like to connect with other singles in the church for theater or other 
types of outings, watch for announcements in the weekly Bulletins about 
upcoming events!  Tickets or reservations are needed in advance. 
 
Another planned theater event will be at the Venice Theatre for its production 
of Hamlet on Tuesday evening, April 14, in the Pinkerton theater.  The price is 
$32, or $28 if we can get the group rate.  If you are interested, contact Marcia 
Schaberg at 941-497-4983 to reserve a ticket!         
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Sunday Afternoon Movie “Unplanned”, March 1 
 
For all those who have God’s heart for the unborn, save the date - March 1, 
2020 we will be showing the movie, “Unplanned”.  
 
Also, in conjunction with 40 Days for Life, Christ Venice will be holding a 
prayer vigil outside Planned Parenthood in Sarasota on March 30. Participants 
are asked to give an hour to pray on site that day.  More info to come but get 
these dates on your calendar . 

Merry Christmas my CUMC Family! 
 
Can you imagine what it would be like as a child to be away from your family at 
Christmas? Unfortunately, this is exactly what the over 500 children in the 
Florida United Methodist Children’s Home are dealing with this Christmas. Even 
though most of them come from a bad situation they still miss that feeling of 
family. For many of these children the Children’s Home becomes the family that 
they are longing for. Let me tell you about one of these children, Thalia. 
 
Thalia came from an abusive home and was very withdrawn. When confronted 
with trouble at home, she would often run away. Soon she turned to self-harm as 
an outlet. Thalia was very antisocial and avoided speaking to others. She came to 
the Children’s Home about eighteen months ago and quickly withdrew, spending 
much of her time alone in her room.  
 
Through the support of her house parents and therapist, Thalia learned to 
express her feelings and find her inner strength. She also learned that she liked to 
sing. During the last several months, her grades have improved noticeably, and 
she sang this past May at the graduation of the Legacy Scholar Academy seniors. 
Thalia says that, “God gave me a voice for a reason, and I want to use it.” 
 
Thalia has come a long way in her time at the Children’s Home, but her story 
isn’t over yet. She is working hard on her schoolwork as she approaches her own 
high school graduation. Her dream now is to go to college, and maybe even 
major in music. 
 
Thank you for all that you do for the children at the Children’s Home. If you 
would like to learn about other ways you can help these children you can email 
me at Cindyee@verizon.net. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 Cindy Eaton – Children’s Home Local Representative 
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Planning Team for the All States Dinner  
 
Wednesday, January 8 at 4:00PM in the Parlor  will be our  first 
Committee planning meeting to prepare for the All States Dinner 
event.  We invite anyone who has an interest in helping with the 
planning or the actual dinner to join us. If you would like additional 
information, please contact Lake or Lynn Barrett, 941-445-4873 or 
email at Lake@Lbarrett.com.  Bless you for helping in advance. 

 
 
 

Family Promise Hosting, January 19-26 
 
Children experiencing homelessness need as much unconditional love 
and support as they can get to ensure they will not become the next 
generation of homeless families. Please consider preparing a meal for 
Christ Venice families one evening. If you would like to volunteer or 
for more information, please call Carole Bonanno at 941-375-8883. 

What’s bothering you? 
 
Do the little everyday things upset you or are you able to take 
them in stride until you face a life changing situation such as 
illness, grief, or divorce.  We can’t do much for the worriers 
but we can offer support to those who are experiencing life’s 
difficulties. Whatever you are facing can be easier if you are 
able to share it with someone you can trust to keep it between the two of you. 
With a Stephen Minister, you can be sure you’ll have a listening ear as long as 
you need it. 
 
If something is bothering you, why not speak to a Stephen Leader, Dave Hinckley 
412-551-1127, Don Paull 941-303-6392, or Deb Sauter 218-393-9623 to discuss 
your situation in private. We’ll be able to assign you a Stephen Minister who will 
be there with you to pray, encourage, and support you through your time of trial. 
We don’t judge, we don’t counsel, we just offer a caring Christian relationship. 
 
If you are unable to attend services, we would like to bring Holy Communion to 
you. Ask and Stephen Minister with a blue name badge or call the church office, 
941-493-7504, to request a visit. 
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SAVE THE DATE!!!   
 
WHAT:   “GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD”, EASTER CANTATA, 
     BY LLOYD LARSON with CHOIR and ORCHESTRA! 
WHEN:   APRIL 5, 2020 AT 9:00AM and 11:00AM services! 
WHERE:   CHRIST VENICE SANCTUARY 
 
 
CALLING ALL SINGERS!!!   CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN ON 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 6:45PM IN THE CHOIR ROOM!!! 
 
The choir is looking for new members, especially tenors, to join us.  If you love 
to praise the Lord with singing, this opportunity is for you.  Please contact 
Cheryl Smith for more information by phone at (941)493-7504, Ex. 318 or by 
email at cheryl@christvenice.com. 
 
PRAISE ORCHESTRA REHEARSALS BEGIN THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 9, 2020, AT 11:15AM IN THE SANCTUARY!!! 
 
Did you play an instrument in high school or college and would like to play 
again?  Our Christ Venice Praise Orchestra is looking for some new players to 
join our ranks.  If you love to praise the Lord with music, this is your chance to 
play with a group of musicians who love Jesus.  Please contact Cheryl Smith 
for information at cheryl@christvenice.com or by phone at (941)493-7504. 
 
JOYFUL SOUND, WE NEED YOU! 
 
We are looking for early bird singers for our 7:30AM service.  Joyful Sound 
sings two or three Sundays each month on a regular basis.  We need all voice 
parts, especially tenor. If you are interested in praising the Lord, please contact 
Cheryl Smith at cheryl@christvenice.com.  
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How Do I Find Items in the Library???? 
 

 DVDs are located in the bookcase on the left wall, titles are filed 
alphabetically. Checkout is for ONE WEEK please. 

 SMALL GROUP KITS are located in the bookcase facing the DVD 
section, filed alphabetically by Author’s last name. Checkout is for as long 
as you need. 

 UMW ITEMS are located in the bookcase directly behind the checkout 
counter. 

 
REMEMBER to put Your Name and Phone Number on the checkout card. 

mailto:Lake@Lbarrett.com
mailto:cheryl@christvenice.com
mailto:cheryl@christvenice.com
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Mark your Calendars for the Next Small Group Fair  
 
Sunday, January 12th from 8-11am in Memorial Hall.  There you will meet 
group leaders and teachers and will find information on new and existing Bible 
study groups, SOAP groups, Band groups and Covenant groups, as well as 
Adult Sunday school classes.   
 
 

New Groups in 2020! 
 
Revival Rising  
 
If you missed the first two groups of Revival Rising that were held in 2019, it is 
not too late!  Beginning Tuesday, January 14th at 2:30 in the Parlor, we’ll be 
offering this small group study again. This group is for anyone who wants to 
know more about revival and what it means for each of us personally and 
corporately as a church.  To sign up please call the church office at 941-493-
7504 or email: val@christvenice.com 
 
New Women’s Bible Study  
 
Wendy Orlando and Cristine Skelnik will lead a new Women’s Bible study 
group on the book of Romans beginning Tuesday, January 7th, 9-10am in Room 
#25 of Memorial Hall.  This study will help you better understand God’s way 
to righteousness and how you can be reconciled to God and transformed into 
the person He meant you to be.  To register for this group, call the church 
office or email: val@christvenice.com. 
 
2020 SOAP Journals have arrived!   
 
As we begin a new year, what better way to draw closer to Jesus than to pick 
up a SOAP Journal and begin reading God’s Word!  Even better though, is 
being able to discuss what you’ve read with a small group of fellow believers.  
Beginning January 6th there will be a new SOAP group at 9:30am in Room #22 
for all those who want to start their week with fellowship and great discussion.  
There will also be a group on Monday evenings at 6:30pm in Room #25.  
Please call the church office to register or email: val@christvenice.com. 
 
 

Band Groups 2020    
 
You’ve all heard Pastor Mike speak about Band Groups and may be wondering 
what they’re really about.  The full terminology, “Discipleship Bands” is a 
group of 3 to 5 people who read together, pray together, and meet together to 
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become the love of God for one another and the world.   
 
I’ve been in a band group with two other women for over a year now and I’m 
certain that I have grown as a disciple, in my study of God’s Word, in prayer, 
and in words and deeds.  Best of all, I have two Christian sisters with whom I 
can share deeply about how God’s Word is affecting every aspect of my life.  
I’m so thankful for both of them and can’t imagine our not meeting together!  
So if you’re sensing the Holy Spirit’s nudge to draw closer to the Lord, and to 
have others to do this with, please stop by my office and I will walk you 
through how to get a BAND going.  Once you do it, you will wonder how you 
ever did without it! 
  

Volunteer Showcase:  Adult Choir 
 

We at Christ Venice are blessed to have such a competent and talented adult 
choir!  With 45- 50 members they meet every Wednesday evening to practice 
the faith-inspiring musical pieces that they present each Sunday morning.  In 
addition, they present a beautiful Cantata each Christmas season.  In 2020 they 
will be presenting their first Easter Cantata on Palm Sunday, April 5th at the 9 
and 11am worship services. 
 
Our choir members love Jesus and they’re commitment to singing is one of the 
many ways we are drawn deeper into the worship of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. They are led by our very capable and talented music director, Cheryl 
Smith and accompanied by Carol Saul.   
If you love to sing and want to praise the Lord, why not consider joining the 
choir in 2020?  They are especially in need of tenors.  Please contact Cheryl 
Smith at the church if you are interested. 

 
As a church, we are truly blessed by this dedicated group of volunteers.   
 
Thank you choir for giving of your talent each week to enhance our 
worship together!  
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